
 

 
 
 
 
February 16, 2016 
 
Seniors Vote 2016 Response Letter 
 

Dear members of Seniors Vote 2016, 

Thank you for your letter and policy document outlining six key policy issues 
involving seniors. Manitoba seniors helped build this province, and deserve a 
government that protects the services they count on for them, their kids and their 
grandkids. That’s why the Manitoba NDP is committed to protecting these essential 
services like hospitals, home care, while making sure life stays affordable. 

 

Retirement Income Security 

Pensions are an important part of a sustainable retirement. We remain committed to 
ensuring Manitobans have financial security in their retirement years, and that 
seniors do not suffer the indignity of living in poverty after a lifetime of hard work.  

The key to this security is a well-funded and portable pension plan, with defined 
benefit pensions providing the most predictable supports. The best way of ensuring 
this security is through modest increases to the Canada Pension Plan. We remain 
committed to working with other provinces to convince the federal government to 
make this valuable change.  

Manitoba has the 2nd highest percentage of workers covered by registered pension 
plans in the country at nearly 43%, according to Statistics Canada. The number of 
workers covered by pensions is also rising. Between 2013 and 2014, this number 
increased by over 1,000 people. Since 2000, we have directed over $4.5 Billion to 
pension obligations. 
 
In 2010, we adopted the most comprehensive overhaul to private sector pensions in 
35 years with the proclamation of the Pensions Benefits Act. These changes meant 
we ensured workers are entitled to pension benefits they receive immediately after 
they begin work rather than waiting up to two years. We increased benefits for 
workers who stay in their jobs past the age of 65. Pensions now offer flexible 
benefits such as early retirement and cost-of-living adjustments, and have new rules 
protecting the rights of spouses and common-law partners to benefits.  

 



 

 

 

 

In the 1990s, the Conservatives sat by and did nothing to invest in teachers’ 
pensions. The Manitoba NDP government has put more money into the Teachers 
Retirement Annuity Fund to ensure that teachers can have a safe, secure 
retirement. Since 1999, we’ve contributed over $2 billion directly into to TRAF, 
including $177 million this year. We also created the $1.5 billion Province of 
Manitoba Trust Account to keep teacher’s pensions stable and we’ve matched 
teacher pension contributions dollar for dollar since 2000.  

 

Affordable Housing 

Your Manitoba NDP government has working hard to make sure seniors have 
access to safe, affordable homes. That’s why we’re investing now to build additional 
social and affordable housing for Manitobans, including our seniors. We’ve already 
invested in more than 15,500 homes for seniors across the province. We even 
developed the safe suite program for older adults leaving abusive relationships. Our 
long-term housing strategy includes $200 million to build hundreds of more Personal 
Care Home beds. 

We’re committed to supporting seniors live in their homes for as long as they want. 
But it can be a cost not every senior can afford. That’s why in 2015 we doubled the 
Seniors’ School Tax Rebate. Seniors who live and own their home can save up to 
$1,570 every year on their property taxes. Nearly 24,000 seniors will be eligible to no 
longer pay school taxes. 

We also want to make it easier for Manitobans caring for their loved ones to do so, 
without having to worry about the cost. Your NDP government has boosted the 
Primary Caregiver Tax Credit, which now helps more than 18,000 Manitobans a 
year. That means individuals caring for their loved ones are able to receive up to 
$4,200 a year. This past fall, we also introduced important legislation for caregivers, 
which will extend compassionate care leave, and 2011 we created the Caregiver 
Advisory Council.  

For some seniors, the right choice is living with family members, but it can be a big 
financial cost renovating a home so it’s the right fit for seniors. As a government, we 
introduced financial supports to help out families renovating their homes for their 
loved ones. Families can now claim up to $35,000 for an addition or renovation of a 
secondary suite.  

We also introduced the Safety Aid program to help prevent slips and falls at home, 
while also keeping seniors safe. Safety Aid provides and installs nonslip mats and  



 

 

 

 

home adaptation devices to help prevent injuries. It will also install home security 
systems for low income seniors to help deter home invasions. 

 

Health Care 
 
The NDP is the party of health care, and we will continue to make health a key 
priority as we move Manitoba forward for hard working families and seniors. Your 
Manitoba NDP believes in public, universal, high quality health care for everyone, 
and our seniors deserve to age with dignity. We will be working with all provinces 
and the new federal government towards a renewed national health accord that 
provides for predictable funding increases. This will support our NDP government’s 
ongoing and continued efforts to provide resources to train, recruit and retain 
doctors, nurses and other health professionals, as well as address wait times in key 
areas.   
 
Unfortunately, not all parties value the essential services that seniors rely on. Brian 
Pallister and his Conservatives support American-style, two-tier, private-for-profit 
health care where his wealthy friends can buy their way to the front of the line for 
tests and procedures. Brian Pallister has spent his whole career privatizing services 
Manitobans depend on. He tried to sell homecare and introduced user fees.  
 
We’ve worked with Liberals on progressive work in health care in the past, but the 
provincial Liberals’ pledge to give massive corporate giveaways to banks and large 
corporations will mean cuts to services such as health care and seniors care. We’ve 
seen this from Liberals before – in Ontario patients are being charged hundreds or 
even thousands of dollars for private home care. 
 
We know there is more to do. Your NDP government is focused on investing now, 
not going back to the devastating Conservative health care cuts, when they fired 
1,000 nurses, drove away doctors, cut 15 medical school spaces, and cancelled 
investments on hospital construction, renovation and expansion. 
 
Ancillary health (oral, vision, hearing) 
 
We are committed to working with Seniors to ensure they are receiving the supports 
that they need. In fact, our Department of Health is currently reviewing the programs 
that provide assistance to seniors for hearing aids and vision care, among others, to 
determine how to modernize them, support better administration of the programs, 
and make sure that benefits are directed where they are needed most. 



 

 

 

 

National standards  

Manitoba is already committed to meeting national benchmarks in many areas like 
wait times, and regularly reports the results on our website.  

In other areas, we have set our own ambitious targets – for example the Family 
Doctor for All and our Home Care Leadership Team, chaired by Reg Toews, will be 
making recommendations to help us improve our standards for home care services 
across the province. 

Home care 

A strong home care program helps loved ones remain at home as long as possible, 
which is what Manitoba families want.  
 
We’re proud that it was an NDP government that established home care in Manitoba 
40 years ago – the 1st universal home care program in Canada – which quickly 
became a model for other provinces. 
 
Manitoba’s home care is widely regarded as one of the best in all of North America, 
and to ensure it remains accessible to all Manitobans, we will continue to reject calls 
to base home care on one’s ability to pay.  
 
We’ve more than doubled funding for home care, from $149 million to over $330 
million. We’ve also hired doctors, nurse practitioners, pharmacists, occupational and 
physical therapists, speech language pathologists and respiratory therapists to 
create hospital home teams that will make home visits.  
 
Dementia  
 
For some seniors, living staying in their homes isn’t the right option. That’s why 
we’re supporting Riverview Health Centre with creating an Alzheimer’s unit to help 
those in need. We also recently announced expanded support for Actionmargeurite, 
to ensure more beds for seniors struggling with complex needs, including dementia.  

These additional supports to Actionmargeurite will mean more access to specialized 
treatment for those suffering from dementia, while ensuring seniors who need 
intensive, long term care have access to it.  

 

 



 

 

 

Ambulance affordability  

We know that for some people, ambulance fees can be a real financial burden. 
That's why the government invests in the ambulance programs across the province.  
 
But we know there is more to do. We are currently in the process of seeing how 
ambulance fees can be made more equitable across the province, as well as 
exploring alternatives where appropriate. For example, the government has 
supported the cancer society transport program which has been a very successful 
alternative for people to attend Cancer Care appointments. We don't want to see 
Manitobans making choices between their health and their pocketbook. 
 
National pharmacare 
 
We are also committed to a National Pharmacare program. It’s the right program for 
Canadians and the right program to support seniors struggling with the cost of 
prescription drugs. While we again called on the federal government to implement a 
National Pharmacare program this January, we’re not waiting. We’re expanding 
prescription drug coverage under Manitoba’s Pharmacare program. 

As one of the few provinces with a truly universal Pharmacare program, we want to 
see substantial federal support so we can continue to improve services. One of the 
aspects of the Manitoba Pharmacare program that has been very successful is the 
ability of people to spread their deductible payments out through the year on their 
Manitoba Hydro bills. We are committed to finding ways to provide a better, cheaper 
plan for Manitobans through initiatives like our generic drugs policy which has saved 
millions and our Home Cancer Drug program – which is only available in Manitoba – 
to relieve the financial burden of illness. 
 
Transportation 
 
Staying mobile is essential to the lives of seniors. Your Manitoba NDP are 
committed to ensuring seniors have affordable access to transportation when they 
need it. That’s why we’re continuing to support Handi-Transit to help Manitobans 
with limited mobility get where they need.  
 
We support the Mobility Disadvantaged Transportation Program, which serves more 
than 60 communities across Manitoba. Through this program, communities are 
eligible for start-up grants to establish handi-transit services, more than 1/3 of their 
annual operating costs covered by the province, and regional incentive grant funding 
for communities that deliver handi-transit services to a large region. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
We’ve also invested more than $5 million to replace Handi-Transit vehicles in rural 
Manitoba. We also contribute 50% of the costs of Winnipeg’s transit system, 
including Handi-Transit.  
 
Your NDP has worked closely with the City of Winnipeg to ensure seniors continue 
to have safe, affordable access to the transit system. We’ve committed to future 
phases of Rapid Transit and increased ongoing funding to Winnipeg Transit by more 
than $1.5 million to help keep fares low and to make sure the bus stays an 
affordable and accessible way to get around. 
 
We’ve also heard how hard it can be for northern and rural seniors to access 
affordable options for transportation, which is why we announced a new study and 
public consultations to determine the ways to restore northern and rural bus 
services. 
 
Healthy Aging, Quality of Life, and Social Engagement 

The Seniors and Healthy Aging Secretariat (SHAS) plays such an important role in 
ensuring seniors and the issues they face are heard loud and clear. SHAS is where 
Manitoba seniors and their loved ones, caregivers, and other organizations can get 
the information they need to stay healthy, independent and respected. SHAS works 
closely with Healthy Living and Seniors, but also with community groups and 
businesses across the province to make sure seniors are getting the care and 
support they need. 

The Manitoba Council on Aging also plays an integral part in ensuring seniors have 
the quality of life they deserve. The Council actively consults with seniors and 
advises the Minister on policies and programs effecting seniors, and also plays a key 
role in raising awareness and understanding on the process of aging.  

Staying active and social is an important part of aging. That’s why we’ve increased 
our support for Seniors Centres with a 5% increase across the board. We’re also 
proud to partner with the Active Living Coalition for Older Adults to support the 55+ 
games. We also proud to support important local organizations across the province, 
like Aboriginal Senior Centres, Age and Opportunity support services, Creative 
Retirement programs, the Franco-Manitoban Association, the Manitoba Association 
of Senior Centres, the Centre on Aging, the University of Manitoba Transportation 
Network for Seniors, and Good Neighbours Active Living Centre. 

While we’ve been working hard to address what matters most to seniors, we know 
there is always more to do. We’d be happy to meet with your organization to better 
address key issues you’ve raised and discuss the upcoming provincial election. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Again, thank you for your letter and your important concerns facing seniors today. 
We’re committed to making sure seniors have access to the services they need, 
when they need them. We’re on the side of seniors.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Matt Austman, Communications 
OBO Leader Greg Selinger 
Manitoba NDP  


